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When Your 
Teen is in the 
Driver’s Seat



What’s your role
for your teen driver?

DID YOU KNOW?
Teens face the greatest risk of crashing during the 
first year of their license. One out of every five 
licensed 16-year-olds will be in a motor vehicle crash.

When your teen is in the driver’s seat, 
you’re far more than just a passenger.
Your job is to steer your teen into a lifetime of safe 
driving.  As a team, the two of you can navigate 
Colorado’s laws and safety guidelines. Motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of death and injury 
for teenagers because they lack driving experience.  
That’s why your role during your son’s or daughter’s 
first year behind the wheel is so critical.

What parents should do:
    • Learn Colorado’s Graduated Driver Licensing    	
      (GDL) laws.

    • Enroll your teen in driver education.

    • Supervise your teen’s driving.

    • Set family rules and limits by creating 
       a Parent/Teen Driving Contract.

    • Impose consequences for violations.

What is GDL?
Colorado implemented Graduated Driver Licensing 
(GDL) laws to help teenagers gain important driving 
skills gradually while limiting dangers by restricting 
the number of passengers, banning cell phone use 
and setting a curfew.  Whereas the GDL laws aren’t 
always convenient for busy parents and teens, their 
impact on saving young lives is indisputable.
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Driver’s education: An approved 30-hour classroom, 
internet or home study course. 

Instruction permit: All new drivers under age 18 
require parent/legal guardian’s signed “Affidavit 
of Liability and Guardianship” to get an instruction 
permit. Whoever signs the Affidavit is responsible for 
the supervision of the minor’s 
driving and for any financial liability.

50 hours of logged driving time: Completed under the 
supervision of the Colorado-licensed parent or 
legal guardian who signed the Affidavit of Liability 
or a Colorado-licensed alternate permit supervisor 
appointed by the parent/guardian. Ten of the fifty 
hours must be at night.

Behind-the-wheel training: 6 hours of driving, in traffic 
situations, with an instructor employed or associated 
with an 
approved driver education course. 

Driver awareness program: A 4-hour classroom course 
on safety and driver education. 

Driver’s license: Teens can apply for a license after 
having a permit for a full 12 months. 

All drivers under age 18 must follow restrictions outlined 
in this brochure. Restrictions apply for all drivers under 
age 18. 

Below are definitions and details about the types 
of training that your teen may be required to 
complete before getting their license:





The Parent/Teen 
Driving Contract

DID YOU KNOW?
Parents can cut their teen driver’s crash risk in 
half if they set driving rules and monitor them in 
a supportive, non-controlling way. 

By creating a Parent/Teen Driving Contract, you 
are actively engaged in keeping your teen safe 
behind the wheel. 

The contract in this booklet can guide you and 
your teen in creating a mutual understanding of 
the rules and consequences of breaking them. 

Visit www.coteendriver.com/parent for more 
tools and tips for encouraging safe driving.













Visit www.coteendriver.com/parent for up-to-date
information on teen driving laws and links to 
other resources. 

Teen Driving Resources

The Driver’s Seat campaign and this brochure were developed 
by the Colorado Teen Driving Alliance, a coalition of state 
agencies, law enforcement and private partners concerned 
about teen driving safety.

AAA Colorado

Colorado Department 
of Transportation 

Colorado State Patrol 

Colorado Department 
of Revenue Division of 
Motor Vehicles

Rocky Mountain Insurance
Information Association

Colorado Department of
Public Health and Environment

DriveSmart Colorado

www.aaacolorado.com

www.coteendriver.com
www.coloradodot.info

www.csp.state.co.us

(303) 205-5646
www.colorado.gov/
revenue/dmv

www.rmiia.org/teen

www.coinjuryprevention.org

(719) 444-7534
www.drivesmartcolorado.com

TEEN DRIVING ALLIANCE


